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Introduction  

Â The insect body 

 

Â Types of metamorphosis 

 

ÂWetlands (types and examples) 

 

Â Insects found in wetlands 
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The Insect Body 
What common features do all insects share? 

3 sets of legs 

Usually 1 or 2 pairs of wings 1 pair of antennae 

3 body divisions 
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The Insect Body ï Dorsal (Top) 

www.insectsofalberta.com      © R. Bercha   



Insect Body ï Ventral (Bottom) 
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Metamorphosis 

Â There are two types of metamorphosis 

 

1) Simple or incomplete metamorphosis 

 

2) Complete metamorphosis 
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Simple Metamorphosis 

Â Immature stage or nymph resembles adult  

ÂProgresses through numerous instars, with 
each being more developed 

ÂEach instar ends with a molt 

ÂAdult emerges after last molt  

Â Immature aquatic forms of dragonflies, 
stoneflies and mayflies are called naiads 
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Simple Metamorphosis 

Nymph 

Adult 

Stink Bug 
Damselfly 
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Complete Metamorphosis 

Â Larva and adults very different 

Â Immature stage is a wormlike larva  

ÂMolt a couple times as they grow (instars)  

ÂAfter final molt changes to a pupa (resting 
stage) 

Â Inside of pupa tissue are either broken 
down or re-organized to form new body 
parts 

ÂAdult eventually emerges 
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Complete Metamorphosis 

Larva 

Pupa 

Adult 

Butterfly Ladybug 
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